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Suzanne Shier is a partner in the Trusts and Estates Department and has extensive experience representing individuals, charitable organizations, and corporate fiduciaries in the full range of estate planning and fiduciary administration matters. 

Ms. Shier’s practice has a strong emphasis on designing planning solutions responsive to the objectives of her clients including general and cross-border estate planning; income, gift, estate, and generation-skipping transfer tax planning; retirement account and life insurance planning; and philanthropic and business succession planning. Ms. Shier has a broad range of experience in estate and trust administration, probate practice and fiduciary litigation. She also advises corporate fiduciaries regarding matters of wealth management business practices and fiduciary risk management.

Ms. Shier was named a Leading Estate Planning Attorney by Leading Lawyers Network in 2008 and 2009. Ms. Shier was also included in the Illinois Super Lawyers list for 2009, 2010, and 2011. She is a member of the select estate planning organization, the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel, and an adjunct professor in the Master of Laws in Taxation Program at Northwestern University Law School.  Ms. Shier is also a frequent speaker and author.

Ms. Shier is actively involved in the women’s and diversity initiatives of Chapman and Cutler and in the civic community, including serving on the Executive Committee of Gads Hill Center, Chicago, on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the Chicago Coalition of Women’s Initiatives in Law Firms, and on the Board of Directors of Scholarship Chicago. 

Among many other projects, Ms. Shier has:

· Worked with individual clients in connection with wealth transfer planning including generation-skipping trusts, charitable trusts, and cross-border estate tax and foreign trust income tax planning

· Represented individual and fiduciary clients in business succession and management planning including forming and operating limited partnerships and limited liability companies to manage family assets and S corporation conversions

· Represented corporate fiduciaries in connection with investment in sophisticated investment vehicles and structures and associated fiduciary responsibilities, the regulatory review of fiduciary activities, and will and trust construction and reformation proceedings

Presentations

· “Tax Risks from Fiduciary Litigation and Non-Judicial Settlements,” Fiduciary Investment Risk Management Association 2010 Current Risk Issues Seminar, Chicago and New York, Fall 2010

· “The Practicalities and Complexities of Administering Non-Traditional Investments in Fiduciary Accounts,” Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education Contested Estates, April 2010

· “Tax Aspects of Estate and Trust Litigation,” Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education Contested Estates, November 2009

· “Does Diversification Require Investment in Sophisticated Assets?” ALI-ABA Representing Estate and Trust Beneficiaries and Fiduciaries, July 2009

· “Attorney’s Derivative Duties to Beneficiaries in Estate Administration,” American College of Trust and Estate Counsel Fiduciary Litigation Committee, June 2009

· “Administering a Grantor Retained Annuity Trust,” Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education, January, 2009

· “Breach of Trust: Third Party Liability and Related Matters,”  Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education, January 2009 and February 2007

· “Fiduciary Risk Management for Trustees,” Chicago Bar Association Trust Law Seminar, March 2006

· “A Women’s Holistic Approach to Investment and Wealth Management-Legacy Planning,” The Cummings Group at Merrill Lynch, February 2006

· Speaker, “Income Tax Planning,” Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education, May 2004

Publications
· ”Does Diversification Require Sophisticated Assets?” ALI-ABA Estate Planning Course Materials Journal, April 2010.

· “Committee Report: Fiduciary Professions, Clean House-Root Out Conflicts of Interest,” Trusts & Estates, December 2009

· “Managing Fiduciary Risk Associated with the Administration of Complex Financial Instruments and Structures in Fiduciary Accounts,” Journal of Taxation and Regulation of Financial Institutions, March 2009

· Co-Author, “Tax Aspects of Trust and Estate Litigation,” IICLE Estate Trust and Guardianship Litigation, 2009 Edition

· “Avoiding Attorney Liability when Representing a Fiduciary,” Estate Planning, May, 2007

· Co-Author, “Transfers from Abroad,” Trusts and Estates, December, 2004

· Co-Author, “Wills,” A Lawyer’s Guide to Retirement and Lifetime Planning, 2002

· “The Impact of Choice of Trustee and Powers of Grantor and Beneficiaries,” Estate Planning, April, 2001

· “Estate Planning for Canadian Citizens Subject to United States Gift, Estate and Generation-Skipping Transfer Taxes,” Journal of International Taxation, August, 2000

· “Using LLCs to Manage Risk in Administration of Personal Trust Special Assets,” Journal of Passthrough Entities, January/February, 2000

Practice Focus


Trusts and Estates





Education


DePaul University College of Law�LLM, Taxation, 1997


Loyola University of Chicago�JD, cum laude, 1985


University of Michigan�BA, Economics and Sociology, with distinction, 1982





Admitted


Illinois





Professional and Civic Affiliations


Secretary and Past President, Gads Hill Center


Executive Committee, Chicago Coalition of Women’s Initiatives in Law Firms


Board of Directors, Scholarship Chicago


Adjunct Professor, Northwestern University Law School Master of Laws Taxation Program


Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel


Member, Executives’ Club of Chicago


Member, Chicago Estate Planning Council


Member, International Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners

















